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extreme claim that Parliament, not the King, was the judge of national danger. The Attorney-General countered by declaring that all questioning of the King's authority was in itself a national danger. They were outside the region of private law: the custom of centuries, the sharing of sovereignty between Crown and Parliament, had broken down: where sovereignty was to lie in the future was a question to be decided not by the flapping of legal gowns, but by the brandishing of sword and pike.
The judges gave their decision, two by two, over a period of months. Of twelve, two were for Hampden on technical grounds, three on grounds of principle. Seven were for the King. Finch came last, and did a deal of harm; he boldly declared that even an Act of Parliament limiting the Prerogative was null and void.
So barren and dangerous a victory could hardly strengthen the Crown; it certainly helped to bring his enemies together. Their leaders had not lost touch with each other since the doors of St. Stephen's Chapel were locked behind their retreating backs.
Pym had taken no part in the rowdy scenes with which Eliot's friends brought Parliament to its dose. Within a year he had found new employment in the City, as secretary to a company whose objects were the development of some most unpromising islands near the coast of Honduras. " The Company for the Plantation of Providence, Henrietta, and the Adjacent Islands" was founded in 1630. It lasted some ten years, and numbered among its directors the Earls of Essex, Warwick, and his brother, Holland; Lords Saye, Brooke, and Mandeville (later Manchester); Sir William Waller, Mr. Oliver St. John, and probably John Hampden. It only needs St. John's cousin Cromwell to make the complete staff of a Roundhead army.
The company was not a success. Providence had been nothing but a d<£p6t for smugglers and buccaneers, and to that it continually reverted, in spite of its directors' attempts to turn it into a settlement of godly and discreet

